ACT I

Setting: office

People: Dudley, Colleagues 1 & 2, Pizza Woman

Props: 

· Book “How to Make Friends” in Dudley’s desk

· Laptop on Dudley’s desk

· Pizza ready offstage for Pizza Woman, Dudley’s side

· Palmtop in Dudley’s desk.

· Arm strap for palmtop in Dudley’s desk.

As house lights dim,

   COLLEAGUE 1 & COLLEAGUE 2 are seen pair-working at a table.

   COLLEAGUE 2 facing centre stage.

   DUDLEY hunched at a separate desk on his own, facing offstage.

COLLEAGUE 1 (sitting back): Six thirty already. What happened to our forty-hour week?

COLLEAGUE 2: Yeah, let’s call it a day. I fancy a drink.

COLLEAGUE 1 & COLLEAGUE 2 getting up:

COLLEAGUE 1: 
I fancy that girl we saw down the Goat & Strumpet the other day — let’s go there.

COLLEAGUE 2: 
Oh yeah? I thought you had a girlfriend?

COLLEAGUE 1: 
Never said no to a bit of concurrent development though, have I?

Enter PIZZA WOMAN, with pizza, dressed like a pizza delivery girl.

COLLEAGUE 2: oah, who’s this? 
Wotcher darlin’, what can I do for you?

PIZZA WOMAN:
I’ve got a large pizza for someone called Dudley? Dudley?

COLLEAGUE 1 crosses behind PIZZA WOMAN.

COLLEAGUE 2 (amorously): Well, I’ve got something pretty large for you, darlin’.

PIZZA WOMAN (prim): Cheese, peas and lychees, with extra salami.

COLLEAGUE 2:
I’ve got extra salami.
COLLEAGUE 1: That’s Dudley over there. 

COLLEAGUE 1 takes pizza, tosses it carelessly onto Dudley’s desk.


Hey, why don’t you come down the pub with us?

PIZZA WOMAN (looking at Dudley with interest): With all of you?

COLLEAGUE 2: Just us two.

COLLEAGUE 1: Not him.

COLLEAGUE 2: He’s going to be here till midnight.

COLLEAGUE 1: Midnight tomorrow.

COLLEAGUE 2: Midnight next week.

PIZZA WOMAN:
Doesn’t he ever go home?

COLLEAGUE 1:
Only to squeeze his pimples.

COLLEAGUE 2:
and something else.

PIZZA WOMAN: Leave him alone, he looks quite sweet.

COLLEAGUE 1:
Come on, come out on the town with us. 

PIZZA WOMAN (doubtful):
Well … I can’t really spare the time.

COLLEAGUE 1: Oh, come on — you’ll be off shift soon.

PIZZA WOMAN: I’m only doing this part time. I’ve got to finish my thesis.

COLLEAGUE 1: Thesis??

PIZZA WOMAN:
On the cognitive significance of blank spaces in UML diagrams.

COLLEAGUE 2:
Bollocks to that! We’ll give you a good time!

PIZA WOMAN:
But I’m a good girl.

COLLEAGUE 1: Let’s get moving then. First, the Goat; then the Dorking Arms.

COLLEAGUE 2 to Dudley: See ya Dudley —  you  know, you should get out more.

COLLEAGUE 1 and COLLEAGUE 2 laugh.

Exeunt COLLEAGUE 1, PIZZA WOMAN, COLLEAGUE 2.

ACT I    SCENE TWO

DUDLEY: 
How do they do that? 

    
How do guys get women? They make it seem so easy. 
All I’ve ever pulled is … well.


People just don’t seem to like me.

Pulls book from desk.


I found this book last week: “How to make friends”.

Opens book, stands.


“Seven things that successfully friendly people do:
1. smile at people”


(Sigh)


I’m haven’t really got the habit of it very well.
I thought perhaps I should practise it a bit.
I decided to practise while I was driving along in the car.

Mimes driving. Grins horribly, fixedly.

Stops ‘car’ at lights.

Still holding steering wheel and fixed grin, double-takes to right.


I got stopped by the police.

Back to book:

   
“2. Use appropriate body language”


Well, I want a woman don’t I; so how are you supposed say that in body language?

Thrusts hips & lips.


I tried it with this woman in the supermarket yesterday, round by the microwave chips.


Funny thing, it was the same policeman….


Nah, this is stupid.

Throws book down.


But there’s bound to be something on the internet.


Sits at laptop.


Let’s have a look….

Remains hunched over laptop for next scene — focus moves to other side of stage.

ACT I   SCENE THREE

Props:

· Calculator in Michael’s pocket.

· Sunglasses for Max.

· Miscellaneous sheaves of reports etc for Marketeers.
Enter Michael, Klaus, Bernard, Stephen, sit round boardroom table.

With papers.

Talking as they enter:

Klaus to Michael:
So I hear you had a great new idea for a product?

Michael:
Yes, it’s time we moved into the new world of people-integrated computing. We’ve got the best software tools in the world — now it’s time to diversify.

When they’re seated:

Gentlemen, this is the moment for us at TogetherHard to launch a new product line.


According to our market research, there are a million software developers out there, sitting lonely in their offices until midnight and beyond, with no social life and no friends. It’s time we did something about it.

Klaus:
But our tools take away all the work they used to do. They only need to draw a diagram or two in a week, and that’s their jobs done. Why aren’t they going out, and going on holiday, and enjoying themselves?

Michael:
Because they have no social skills. Either they had none in the first place; or they forgot all of them when they were working 140-hour weeks before they bought our tools. 

Bernard:
Ah yes — many of them were using Rose before. That makes sense. That’s how they became soulless geeks.

Michael:
So now is the moment to give them a new tool: a tool that will make them socially adept; help them make friends; meet girls.      Or boys.


This company is at the verge of a big opportunity to make a difference to lots of poor hacks’ lives.

Klaus: 
So this would be a tool for single people, right ?

Michael: 
Correct; I am thinking of calling it "solo".

Bernard: 
We’ve already got a tool called “solo”. It’s what all those guys do.

Kluas
Duo! That would be better. About getting people Together.

Bernard: 
So how does it work? What would it look like?

Michael (showing a palm...):  OK. It runs in a palmtop computer like this. Nice and discreet — you can carry it around and look at it whenever you need to.


What it does is to give you advice. You call up the advice for what to do in any social situation. It tells you what to do at a party, how to behave in a restaurant, when to take a shower — it guides you through every situation in life.  Buying gas; smalltalk in the Gents; everything.

Klaus:
But it’s going to take ages to type in the details of the situation you’re in, before it can tell you what to do.

Michael:
Not with modern speech recognition and neural net technology. If you leave it where it can hear the conversation, it can interpret most situations, and tell you what to do about them. You just have to glance at the screen every now and then.

Bernard: 
But this is huge! There are enormous numbers of situations and skills it would have to cover! It’ll take years before we get it to market!

Stephen:
Not true. Not if you use a component based architecture. We in Development have created a framework. We can add the features gradually as plug-ins.

Klaus:
That’s fine, but we don’t have the expertise. I mean, which of us knows how to use body language or how to smile properly, or any of that stuff?

Michael:
Yes, I thought so too. So here’s my plan: we get a real cool dude who actually has a social life; we reverse engineer his expertise into our database; and then we sell components of his … whatever stuff he’s got, coded into our framework.

Klaus:
So where would we get someone like that.

Michael:
I’ve hired him already. Here he is now: Max Cummings of LoveTech.

Enter Max, moves centre stage.

Michael: 
Stephen here, has already started protoyping some of his cool features

Klaus: 
But how do we know he's a real cool dude

Michael: 
Tell me again, Max, how do we know you’re cool?

Max (taking his glasses off): I talk to women.

Together guys deeply impressed: Wow! Great! Fantastic! 

MICHAEL:
Just the guy!

MARKETING PEOPLE FREEZE.

Max strolls off as Act II begins.

Marketing people still on stage — static while Dudley active.

Act II

Props:

· Glass with some water for Laura.

· Jug offstage for frequent replenishment.

· Pear-shaped insert for Dudley’s trousers.

DUDLEY is still browsing the internet.

DUDLEY:
I’ve found it! Duo from TogetherHard –- it’s the answer to my dreams. (quotes) The Duo guy always gets the gal. I could become — a real person!


And it’s free!

Gets Palmtop from drawer, shows to audience.


I downloaded it into my Palm pilot today.


Mind you, the plugins cost a bit —  I’m just going to start with the Conversation plugin.


I’m going to try it out tonight — I’ve got a date from a dating website. 

Enter LAURA with glass.

DUDLEY to audience:
Aw, I  can’t wait! With my super cool conversation component in my tool, I can’t fail tonight.

DUDLEY sits, angled to Laura.

Long awkward silence. Dudley looks at tool.

DUDLEY:  
Tell me about your mother

LAURA:  
My mother’s dead

DUDLEY can’t find an appropriate response in the tool.

Pause.
LAURA: 
I had the hardest day today

DUDLEY:  
And who was that with?

LAURA:   
Oh my boss gave me so much grief.  I swear …

DUDLEY:  
It’s not nice to swear

LAURA:  
I’m just so sick of having to deal with my boss.  

DUDLEY:  
Vomit causes nasty stains.

LAURA:  
I just want to make a clean breast of it.

DUDLEY:  
I’d be very happy to lick your breasts.

LAURA:  
I suppose you think you’re funny, well you’re not FUNNY AT ALL!

LAURA throws water on him and leaves
DUDLEY to audience:  Shit … I’ve got to be funnier.  


Hey!  TogetherHard has a humour plug in! And it’s in UML! That’s just what I need.

DUDLEY static, hunched over laptop with palmtop during marketing scene.

MICHAEL:  
We’ve already taken 10,000 orders for our humour component. I think we’d better think about developing it.

DEVELOPER:  
We’ve built this tool that reverse engineers jokes into cool UML diagrams that can fit on a single page.

MICHAEL:  
Great! Let’s load this puppy up with some good jokes. We need the cool dude from LoveTech.  

Enter MAX

MAX:
Tells 10-inch pianist joke.
DEVELOPER: 
draws uml diagram
MICHAEL: 
Great! Now we can start delivering those humour plugins immediately!

Marketeers static

DUDLEY at laptop: –
Great — now I can tell jokes — it’s only $5000. Well — I don’t need a car — I can bike to work.

Enter LAURA with refilled glass

DUDLEY:  
Thanks for seeing me again. 


(Pause. Looks at palmtop.)


Tell me about your mother.

LAURA:
Not that again … (starts to leave)

DUDLEY:
Hang on — I know you didn’t think I was very funny last time but I’ve really got it together this time.  I know some jokes now!

LAURA:  
great - let’s hear them

DUDLEY:  
Man goes into a bar and orders a pint of beer and a thimble full.  He puts the thimble into his bag. And he does the same every week.  

DUDLEY laughs

Long pause

LAURA looks confused

DUDLEY looks at palm; looks up eagerly and says

DUDLEY:  
Oh — and I’ve got a ten inch penis!

LAURA:  
you are the most insensitive person I’ve ever met! 

Throws water on him and leaves

DUDLEY:
Insensitive!   what am I going to do about that?

DUDLEY static.

MICHAEL:  
There seems to be a demand for a sensitivity plug in. I don’t quite know how we tackle this. It’s not just a question of prompting.

DEVELOPER: 
I’ve seen some really cool technology that allows you to inject hormones in real time!  We can link it into the palmtop and adjust the user’s mood to suit the environment. The software works out the appropriate feelings to respond to the situation, and injects the appropriate hormones.

KLAUS: 
will this be safe?

DEVELOPER: 
Well — hasn’t been tested…

BERNARD: 
Fine, no problem: we can beta test it on the customers!

Marketeers static.

DUDLEY:  
Wow!  A new sensitivity component for Duo from TogetherHard.  And only $7,500 if I agree to be a beta tester!  Hmmm.  I’ll cash in  my old stock options - this is surely worth it! 

DUDLEY straps Palmtop to arm.


Those needles look sharp. 


I’ll understand exactly how women feel — they’re bound to love me!

Enter LAURA with replenished glass.

LAURA:  
I had such a great day today.  How about you?

DUDLEY:  
(types) GREAT DAY —- Great day!!!!!  It was super.  I got to code !  Then I coded some more! I got to drink some red bull!  And we had doughnuts at staff meeting!

LAURA:  
Of course I am a little worried about rumours about layoffs

DUDLEY:  
(TYPES) WORRIED — – That would be awful!  Everyone will be on the breadline. What about all the little children? They’ll starve… and all their pet budgies will have to be gassed … and their tortoises put down….

LAURA:  
Well, they’re just rumours. 


My secretary called in sick today.  She had to take her dog to the vet.

DUDLEY:  
(TYPES) SICK —- Oh no! The poor puppy has to go to the vet?  He hates going to the vet!  I feel awful about this.  Oh this is so sad!

LAURA:  
Actually I’m kind of angry - my secretary is always calling in sick about something and then I have to take care of everything myself!

DUDLEY:  
(types) ANGRY —– How dare she!  She should be fired!  Better yet, she should face a firing squad.


Gets up spluttering with anger.

LAURA:  
what is wrong with you! You stink!!!  


Throws water on him and runs away.

DUDLEY turns back to computer:  What went wrong?  


Maybe I have a personal hygiene problem?

MARKETEERS stand up to leave, packing their papers etc.

They discuss one last point:

KLAUS:  
You know what?  These geeks stink!  We’ll never get them to actually take showers but maybe we can compensate.

DEVELOPER:  
We can deliver a suite of hygiene products through the Duo. We can use the same machinery that delivers hormones to analyse the user’s current state, and send out appropriate scents.

BERNARD:  
We don’t have time to build an analyser.  Let’s start by getting the user to enter details.

EXEUNT MARKETEERS

DUDLEY : 
OK, so here’s the hygiene component — I cashed in my pension plan — but now I’m ready to go! No hygiene problems for me.

Enter LAURA with replenished glass.

LAURA:  
chatters away
DUDLEY leans closer

LAURA:
oof! 

LAURA recoils from his mouth.

DUDLEY to audience:  Perhaps my breath smells.  I’m sure the plug in could help with that. (reads possibilities.  Does action to smell own breath.  Enters answer.  Gets jolt in mouth.  Turns back to girl and smiles.)

LAURA: 
that’s a nasty stain on your shirt - is that breakfast?

DUDLEY Reads list:  coffee, spaghetti, semen … egg.  


Picks answer and sprays cleanser on shirt.


To Laura: Just an odd bit of egg.

LAURA moving chair back: listen, did you jog over here or go to the gym or something today?

DUDLEY:
Why, do you think I look really fit? Would you like to see my body?  Starts to undo shirt

LAURA:
NO! But I can certainly smell it from here.

DUDLEY:  
Body smells. Body odour.  Ah yes.  Select from:… hmm


(smells armpit)


What does this smell like to you?

LAURA throws water on him and  leaves room screaming

DUDLEY back at computer: I don’t know what else to do.  I’ve tried all of these plug ins and nothing has helped. It’s expensive but I suppose it’s time to mortgage the house and buy the only one left - the penis enhancer.  Size does matter.

Starts to download

DUDLEY: OK its downloading. …  its very big…. It’s coming…  I guess it’s got to get it all in… here it is. Download to the pilot.  I better go behind the screen to try this…

Sounds of sucking and pumping.  And then a muffled scream.

Comes out with a big pear shaped willie.

DUDLEY:  Oh my God! It’s all gone horribly pear shaped.

DUDLEY:  I’m gonna get those TogetherHard bastards.

Exit.

SCENE CHANGE:

· MOVE DUDLEY’S DESK AWAY.

· MARKETEERS ROTATE THEIR TABLE.
· DUDLEY TO AUDIENCE
· PIZZA WOMAN TO AUDIENCE
· LAURA TO AUDIENCE WITH GLASSES OF WATER
Act III

Props:
Jazz mag for Max.

Enter MARKETEERS.

MICHAEL:  
Welcome to our first Duo user conference.  Duo has been downloaded by over one million happy customers.

DUDLEY and PIZZA WOMAN: (stand up)  I’m not happy

MICHAEL:  
You’re not happy?  Did you take our hotline support? Which of our highly successful plug ins have you tried?

DUDLEY and PIZZA WOMAN together:  I used your conversation plug in and…

LAURA throws water in DUDLEY’s face
PIZZA WOMAN: <to audience> that happened to me too

DUDLEY and PIZZA WOMAN together:  I used your humour plug in and …

<she gets water in face>

PW:  <to audience> that happened to me too!

DUDLEY and PW: I used your sensitivity plug in and …

<water in his face>

DUDLEY and PW: I used your hygiene plug in and …

<water in her face>

DUDLEY and PW:  I used the penis enhancer…

look at each other - double / treble take

<D moves to PW>

DUDLEY:
So you tried all the same tools as me?!

PW:
Yes, and none of them worked - except the penis enhancer…

<PW holds open skirt - D looks in>

DUDLEY:
Bloody hell!

PW:
Do you want some of that?

DUDLEY:
You bet!

Romeo and Juliet bit – 

Chorus off stage: love theme

DUDLEY:  
We don’t need no stinking tools (tosses it aside)

PW:  
We just need each other

DUDLEY and PW:  People are better than tools!

Walk off into sunset

EPILOGUE:

Props: Balloon

TURN TABLE BACK TO MARKETING

KLAUS: - this tool is a failure.  We have to discontinue it. How could it all go so terribly wrong?

BERNARD:
Well let’s ask Max. 


Max exactly how many women have you gone out with?

   (stands)
100?

KLAUS (stands): 50?

MICHAEL:
10?

STEPHEN:
1?

MAX to audience: Well I haven’t actually been out with any women as such — 


(produces mag)


but I’ve read all the industry standard literature!


MARKETERS sit down defeated, heads in hands etc.

BERNARD strangles MAX.

KLAUS:
But wait a minute! There’s something we can still do with this.


We can make it our big new product line:


PEOPLE ARE BETTER THAN TOOLS!

STEPHEN:
Yeah, we can make that work. No problem!


We can use people for everything instead of tools!

MICHAEL:
Ladies and gentlemen! Introducing our new product line for the 21st century.


TogetherHard introduces …


The human soda siphon!


The human tin opener!


The human pump!


The human vacuum cleaner!

PROPS LIST

Act I: 

· Book “How to Make Friends” in Dudley’s desk

· Laptop on Dudley’s desk

· Pizza ready offstage for Pizza Woman, Dudley’s side

· Palmtop in Dudley’s desk.

· Arm strap for palmtop in Dudley’s desk.

Scene III:

· Calculator in Michael’s pocket.

· Sunglasses for Max.

· Miscellaneous sheaves of reports etc for Marketeers.
Act II:

· Glass with some water for Laura.

· Jug offstage for frequent replenishment.

· Pear-shaped insert for Dudley’s trousers.

Act III:

· Jazz mag for Max.

Epilogue

· Water

· Balloon
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